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HEITEC awarded the  
‘Grand Prix of  
Medium-Sized Businesses’
This prize is a nationwide competi-
tion, awarded by the Oskar Patzelt 
Foundation, and honours medium- 
sized businesses for their outstand-
ing achievements. A jury evalu-
ates the nominees according to  
defined criteria, such as overall  
development, job creation, innova-
tion and modernisation.

The companies nominated for the 
Grand Prix of Medium-Sized  
Businesses for 2025 are not only  
economically successful, but  
are also shaping the future  
of Germany as social and  
innovative role models.

Dear Readers,
We are currently experiencing  
very challenging times.

Lack of performance orientation,  
uncompetitive labour costs, high energy 
costs, the war in Ukraine and, more recent-
ly, the US government‘s customs policy are 
putting a significant strain on our economy. 
Moreover, the political squabbling over phas-
ing out fossil fuels, nuclear energy, social 
system reform, and the reduction of bureau-
cracy does not create a positive atmosphere. 
That‘s why we need to help ourselves.  
Solid, innovative ideas and creativity must 
be the driving force behind our company‘s 
development.

Over 40 years ago, Nuremberg artist Claus 
Schobig painted a picture of Einstein for us, 
the intent of which was to symbolise our 
work at the time. Technology has evolved 
rapidly, but as then, we continue to strive 
forward today.

We still have a real chance to succeed in the 
market.

Enjoy reading!

Richard Heindl
President of HEITEC Group

Presentation of the award to Richard Heindl

The finalists of the competition region of Bavaria
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Already 40 years ago, we wanted to present HEITEC 
as a creative company. For this purpose, Richard 
Heindl commissioned Claus Schobig, an internation-
ally renowned painter from Nuremberg, to create a 
picture with Albert Einstein and present our oper-
ations at that time, such as construction, mechan-
ics and automation. Claus Schobig (1952-2001) is 
considered one of the most significant representa-
tive artists of fantastic realism and was a founding 
member of the Nuremberg artist group, Nurem-

berg Fantasists. Today, technology and work meth-
ods have changed massively. Simulation and AI 
have made their way into our work world. But even 
40 years later, we still offer turnkey solutions in  
mechanical engineering, automation and electron-
ics, taking advantage of the opportunities created 
by digitisation with simulation and AI. We have now 
altered Claus Schobig‘s artwork to reflect our current 
work world.

We have ideas: 40 years ago and today

EMPIC, world market leader in standard software  
for aviation authorities,  
acquires order from Iraq

With Iraq, EMPIC, part of the HEITEC Group, has 
gained its 40th international customer in the field 
of aviation regulation! The most recent mem-
ber of our community is the Iraqi Civil Aviation  
Authority (ICAA), which has acquired almost the 
entire range of EMPIC-EAP® modules to modernise  
oversight in the areas of licensing, certification, sur-
veillance and risk management. This agreement, 
officially signed in Baghdad by Bangen Rekani,  
Minister of Construction and Housing, Chairman  
of the ICAA, and Jörg K. Kottenbrink, CEO of EMPIC  
GmbH, marks a significant step forward for civil  
aviation in Iraq.

Image by Claus Schobig, master of fantastic realism, depicting Albert Einstein  
and the technology of 40 years ago (left) and today (right)

Jörg K. Kottenbrink, CEO of EMPIC GmbH  
and the Chairman of the ICAA, Bangen Rekani,  
Minister of Construction and Housing
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HEITEC and Stäubli conclude a strategic partnership
Stäubli International is a global provider of in-
dustrial and mechatronic solutions to increase 
productivity for a wide range of industrial  
sectors. One of the guarantees for success 
is Stäubli Robotics, for which HEITEC was the 
first system integrator to develop a top module.  

Mr Vogt, if you can explain in a few words  
what your company’s recipe for success is, 
what does this look like?

Vogt: ‘At Stäubli, we combine the best of the worlds  
of tradition and innovation. On the one hand, we con-
sistently focus on traditional values such as quality, 
precision and performance. On the other hand, we 
strive to identify trends at an early stage and support 
our customers with forward-looking solutions. To be 
able to encourage and move forward with customer- 
oriented developments, we not only rely on our 
own industry experts, but also on cooperation and  
strategic partnerships with OEMs and integrators’.

You are a proven expert in robotics.  
How has the field changed in recent years  
and where is it going?

Vogt: ‘Robotics has changed considerably. It has ad-
vanced into new areas and can work underwater as 
well as in an aseptic environment. At the same time, 
programming is becoming easier. In the future, any-
one who can handle smartphones will also be able 
to operate robots. This will significantly increase de-
mand in skilled trades, healthcare and households. 
Likewise, new manufacturing strategies are enabling 
more automation. We will be dealing with unprece-
dented development in the next few years’.

What type of robotics expertise makes  
Stäubli unique?

Pühringer: ‘Stäubli robots are unique. Unlike other 
industrial robot manufacturers, we develop and build 
the motor/gearbox units for our kinetics inhouse, en-
abling us to design our drive technology with accu-
racy. This leads to outstanding precision, impressive 

We spoke with Gerald Vogt, Chief Executive  
Officer at Stäubli, and Peter Pühringer, Manag-
ing Director at Stäubli Robotics Bayreuth, about 
Stäubli, the future of robotics, cleanrooms and 
their partnership with HEITEC.

dynamics, long service life and a hygienic design for 
the highest cleanroom requirements’.

Why did you choose to work with HEITEC  
to develop Sterimove?

Vogt: ‘This strategic partnership merges competen-
cies and qualifies Sterimove for applications in the 
pharmaceutical and medical sectors. We rely on 
HEITEC’s expertise in the areas of qualification, val-
idation, documentation and software expertise as a 
leading and reliable plant engineering company’.

Where can you imagine further cooperation  
with HEITEC?

Pühringer: ‘First and foremost, we focus on the 
pharmaceutical and medical sectors and seek 
to successfully advance the Sterimove project  
together. However, since, at Stäubli, we look at  
strategic partnerships from a long-term perspec-
tive, we are certain there will be many other starting 
points for cooperation in the broad field of mechan-
ical engineering and special machine construction  
in the future’.

Gerald Vogt, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Stäubli International AG

Peter Pühringer,  
Managing Director,  
Stäubli Robotics Bayreuth
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Mobile robotics for cleanrooms from HEITEC and Stäubli
Increasing regulatory requirements, shortage of 
skilled workers and global competitive pressure 
make automated solutions indispensable. Mobile 
robotics offers clear advantages here: flexible, 
validatable and GMP-compliant automation of 
transport, handling and disinfection processes –  
even in the cleanroom. This reduces manual  
intervention and contamination risks, while  
increasing process reliability and efficiency.

Together, HEITEC and Stäubli have found a solution 
to these challenges: Stäubli developed Sterimove, a 
mobile robot for cleanrooms, and HEITEC developed 
the top module.

The HEITEC cleanroom robotics solution combines 
state-of-the-art, modular robot systems with com-
prehensive consulting, engineering and service. 
The mobile robot systems have been specially de-
veloped for cleanroom environments and combine 
the flexible mobile platform, Sterimove, from Stäub-
li with individually adjustable top modules such as  
lifting units, grippers or cobots.

The HEITEC solution thus enables highly adaptable 
automation for a wide range of applications – val-
idatable, IT-integratable and GMP-compliant (e. g. 
with Stäubli components for the highest cleanroom 
classes).

HEITEC’s range of services  
in cleanroom robotics

•	Feasibility studies and economic analyses
•	Planning and engineering  

(Greenfield and Brownfield)
•	Implementation
•	Fleet management
•	Commissioning and qualification

More  
information 
about  
CPHI:

White paper 
on  
cleanroom 
robotics:

HEITEC and Stäubli 
present their  
innovations from  
28-30.10.2025  
at the CPHI trade fair  
in Frankfurt  
at booth 9.0B87.

HEITEC and Stäubli jointly develop a cleanroom solution 
for the pharmaceutical industry

Virtual commissioning using a digital twin  
to ensure the planning
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HEITEC as an exhibitor at the EMO trade fair  
with FANUC and HELLER

HEITEC concludes cooperation agreement with HELLER

EMO is the world’s leading trade fair for produc-
tion technology and takes place every 2 years, 
alternately in Hanover and Milan. HEITEC pre-
sented its HEITEC RCB 6 (RobotCellBasic) at the 
FANUC booth as well as its HEITEC RP 4 (RobotCell  
Professional) at the Bros. HELLER booth.

At EMO 2025, HELLER and HEITEC pre-
sented a fully integrated overall solution  
consisting of a machining centre and an 
automation cell.

This exclusive partnership, in which Heller 
and HEITEC combine their expertise, offers 
customers a consistently coordinated solu-
tion from a single source. HELLER remains  
the central point of contact for all matters,  
including service for the automation cell. 

The highly flexible RP 4 robot cell is used  
for automatic loading and unloading of  
machining centres in compact and medium 
sizes. 

The cell enables parallel multi-lot produc-
tion on up to two processing machines and  
thus offers maximum efficiency. Fulltime 
parallel setup is facilitated by an integrated  
digital twin.

With the compact RobotCellBasic (RCB 6), designed 
and built in Austria, you can easily load and un-
load your machine tool automatically. The flexible  
storage systems offer a long autonomy time,  
depending on the workpiece, despite the compact 
size of the cell.

Benefit from the partnership  
between HEITEC and FANUC:

•	Holistic process design
•	Expertise in tool selection
•	Innovative clamping concepts
•	Comprehensive software development,  

integrated
•	Integrated automation solutions
•	Digital networking of all machines
 
Your benefits:

•	Increased process reliability
•	Optimised processing times
•	Improved part quality
•	Increased system efficiency
•	Reduced cost of ownership

With RobotCellBasic (RCB 6), machine tools  
can be loaded and unloaded automatically.

RP 4, designed and built in Austria  
(RobotCellProfessional)

6

PARTNERSHIP WITH FANUC AND HELLER

©
 H

EI
TE

C
 A

G

©
 H

EI
TE

C
 A

G



Visit us at the SPS in Nuremberg  
from 25-27.11.2025 in Hall 6, Booth 220

This year, we are representing our six business areas.  
We will present the following highlights:

At the SPS, we will present a variety of highlights  
and new products that reflect our broad service portfolio –  

from innovative automation solutions, to forward-looking  
digital services. Discover how you can unleash  
the full potential of your systems while minimising costs.  
We look forward to introducing  
you to our new products in detail!

Michael Frieß, Chairman of the Board, HEITEC AG

What sets us apart from the competition:
Moreover, our competencies in digital engineering 
provide significant added value in data retrieval and 
analysis, as well as cloud connection, while ensur-
ing continuous machine availability and addressing 
security-relevant topics. Due to our comprehensive 
nearshoring concept, we not only guarantee fast 
availability, high flexibility and optimal productivity, 
but also cost savings and a 24-hour service that 
rounds off our offer

At the SPS, HEITEC will be able to win over inter-
ested parties from all industries with a holistic  
approach. With our expertise in customised system 
solutions, we accompany the development pro-
cess from the initial concept to the finished product 
and develop innovative solutions that are tailored to  
individual application scenarios. In addition to the 
machine requirements, we serve all project phases 
of software development, from architecture to test-
ing and validation.

Digitalisation
•	Energy app 
•	Battery pass
•	Digital shadow

Software Engineering
•	Cloud-based platforms and apps
•	Connectivity
•	Test automation and system testing

Plant and Special 
Machine Construction
•	Handling systems
•	Industrial x-ray technology
•	Systems for 

Locking technology and equipment
•	•24/7 service

Automation
•	Mobile robotics for cleanrooms
•	Contactless authentication 

via Nymi Band
•	Retrofit and modernisation

Electronics
•	E2MS partner
•	19-inch housing technology  

and systems
•	Embedded systems

Energy Technology
•	Digital twin for  

CO2-neutral energy systems
•	Energy automation
•	Protection and  

control technology

Our 

 Highlights
at SPS
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HEITEC modernises their commissioning system
The outdated pick-by-light commissioning sys-
tem and the connected conveyor technology from 
Heel* should be more efficient and future-proof. 
The outdated pick-by-light commissioning sys-
tem and the connected conveyor technology at 
Heel should be modernised to ensure efficiency 
and fu-ture security.

HEITEC and HEISAB took up the challenge togeth-
er. Thanks to the successful cooperation, the entire 
material flow system could not only be brought up 
to date technologically, but also fully integrated into 
SAP EWM MFS.

By using a virtual model, a digital twin, changes 
could be tested and verified in advance without in-
terrupting system availability. The result is lean and 
transparent processes, reliable communication be-
tween PLC (programmable logic controller) and SAP, 
and a noticeable reduction in errors in the commis-
sioning process.

The hybrid project approach, combined with agile 
sprints and application of the digital twin, enabled 
a smooth project process and a quick start in pro-
duction.

After successful commissioning, the virtual model 
will continue to be available to the customer as a tool 
for continuous optimisation. With SAP EWM MFS 
and the digital twin, the customer has a future-proof 
solution that guarantees the long-term efficiency 
and maintainability of their commissioning system.

* �Heel is an international pharmaceutical company with a registered  
office in Baden-Baden. They specialise in the development, production 
and distribution of natural medicines.

Testing on 
virtual model 

via 
digitalisation

 SAP©- 
integration 

via 
HEISAB

Retrofitting the  
conveyor technology 

via 
automation

Renewal and SAP®-Connecting a 
pick-by-light commissioning system

Virtual models can be used to perform retrofits  
without interrupting system availability
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HEITEC delivers standardised software for intralogistics

HEITEC joint venture  
Valicare Slovakia is growing

Our customers are increasingly looking for ways 
to expand and optimise their systems. To meet 
these requirements, we rely on virtual models to 
reduce commissioning time and maintain high 
system availability. Virtual models are, however, 
also used in the planning phase to validate the 
requirements already in the concept phase. 

By using cross-departmental standardisation, both 
in digitisation and automation, it is also possible  
to reduce efforts and thus offer scalable and inte-
grated solutions.

Valicare GmbH in Slovakia was founded as a joint 
venture with the former Bosch Packaging GmbH  
and HEITEC in 2006 and is now a subsidiary of  
Syntegon Technology GmbH offering GMP consult-
ing, qualification and validation for the pharmaceu-
tical and biopharma-
ceutical industry.

With almost 100  
employees and their 
own laboratory in 
a HEITEC building, 
Valicare Slovakia  
is growing steadily. 

The partnership has proven to be a great success.  
The collaboration has been operating smoothly  

for almost 20 years now. Where there is good cooperation,  
there is always room for innovation and expansion.  
Therefore, both the workforce and the customer base grow.

Precision and quality characterise  
the successful activities of Valicare Slovakia

Our automation engineers test the virtual model  
and thus ensure planning before commissioning.

Dr. Berthold Düthorn,  
Syntegon Technology GmbH,  
VP Qualification  
and Validation Services
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New development  
of lead-free alloys

HEITEC Auerbach: Successful order situation
The success story of HEITEC Auerbach contin-
ues. With an exceptionally strong third quarter, 
HEITEC Auerbach once again confirms its role as 
a technology leader and reliable partner for well-
known customers in the industry.

Already in July, EVVA Vienna and EVVA Krefeld  
relied again on the expertise of HEITEC and ordered 
two HEITEC twin key processing machines as well 
as three conversions to existing systems. Another 
major order followed in August: The Winkhaus com-
pany in Münster ordered two HEITEC Proline extend 
systems including the development and delivery of 
high-precision machining tools. Another system for 
Winkhaus is already in production – an impressive 
testament to their trust and a close partnership.

September also brought good news: WILKA 
Schließtechnik GmbH in Velbert commissioned 
HEITEC with the conversion of an existing system. 
Additional projects are already on the horizon for 
the fourth quarter. With this positive development, 
HEITEC Auerbach has secured capacity utilisation 
up to and including 2027 – a clear confirmation that 
the path taken is the right one. HEITEC Auerbach im-
pressively shows how technology, quality, innovative 
strength and, last but not least, reliability combine to 
form a formula for success that inspires customers 
and creates sustainable competitive advantages.

New development: 
5-part clamping device with integrated media routing

HEITEC Twin  
key processing machine
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HEITEC Auerbach is the only provider of fully automated 
systems for testing  
gas pressure vessels

New development  
of lead-free alloys

At the Ellefeld site, HEITEC systematically  
redevelops the processing of lead-free alloys 
together with long-standing customers and 
regional partners as well as specialised tool 
and lubricant suppliers.

Moving away from lead-containing materials pre-
sented the industry with enormous challenges: 
burr formation, surface quality, tool life and pro-
cess stability had to be completely rethought.

The decisive breakthrough was the seamless  
integration of these new technologies into our 
standard machines, such as the HEITEC Proline 
extend series. This enables our customers to use 
lead-free key processing without additional spe-
cial solutions, while immediately benefitting from 
market maturity, process reliability and future  
viability. With the introduction of this technology, 
we assume responsibility – for our customers, for 
the region and for the environment.

HEITEC Auerbach is further expanding its tech-
nological lead in the field of periodic testing of 
gas pressure vessels, thus sending a clear signal 
to the industry.

After only serving a single customer in the gas pres-
sure vessels and industrial gases segment for a long 
time with Gasitech in Walsleben, the Auerbach team 
has opened new doors through targeted sales work. 
Initial successes are already on the horizon: poten-
tial new customers in Germany, Austria and Hungary 
were visited, and concrete offers were made.

The inquiries mainly focus on two areas: 
• �Assistance with periodic inspections  

of gas pressure vessels

• Automated filling processes

The decisive competitive advantage of HEITEC: 
We are the only business offering fully automatic 
systems in this segment. This makes us a pioneer, 
particularly in safety-critical processes such as the 
automated turning off of valves, for example, in hy-
drogen bot-tles. In this case, automation not only 
brings efficiency, but, first and foremost, maximum 
safety for people and plants. 

With this innovative strength, HEITEC Auerbach po-
sitions itself as a reliable partner for the future of the 
gas industry – from Germany to Austria to Hungary.

Fully automated system for filling processes  
of gas pressure vessels

The HEITEC Proline extend system  
at our customer EVVA in Vienna
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LEGAL NOTICE  HEITEC News, a publication of HEITEC AG, Güterbahnhofstrasse 5, 91052 Erlangen, Phone: +49 9131 8 77-0,  
Email: info@heitec.de, www.heitec.de

Responsible under the press law:  © HEITEC AG, Martina Greisinger

This customer magazine is part of the public relations work of HEITEC AG; it is provided free of charge and is not intended for sale.

Note:  For the sake of easier readability, the simultaneous use of male and female forms of language are used throughout this text.  
The generic masculine form is used, whereby all genders are equally meant.

Trade Fairs & Events

October
Symposium for  
Cybersecurity  
for Medical Products
22.10.2025  
at HEITEC in Eckental

Long Night  
of the Sciences
25.10.2025 in Erlangen

CPHI 
Convention on  
Pharmaceutical Ingredients
28.-30.10.2025 in Frankfurt

November
sps
smart production solutions
25.-27.11.2025 in Nuremberg

Hungarian delegation visits HEITEC in Eckental
As part of a study trip on supplier 
development in Bavaria, a dele-
gation of 32 companies from the 
German-Hungarian Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce, led by 
Gergely Janzsó, visited our loca-
tion in Eckental. The visit focused 
on an exchange on the topic  
‘Supplier experience in the global  
supply chain’. Furthermore, the 
delegation gained insights into 
the areas of electronics produc-
tion, system assembly and logis-
tics as part of a factory tour.

Richard Heindl (right) with Gergely Janzsó (left), Foreign Trade Attaché  
of the Consulate General of the Republic of Hungary in the Free State of Bavaria
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Lars Förster:  
New employee at HEITEC Electronics
After a tragic traffic 
accident, Lars Förster 
has been working as 
a dedicated colleague 
in our electronics  
production in Eckental 
since May and is very 
much appreciated by 
his co-workers. In ad-
dition to his work at 
HEITEC, Lars is pas-
sionate about football. 

He has been playing for Anpfiff Hoffenheim e.V. for two years and 
hopes to be chosen for the amputee national football team. With 
their most recent tournament victory, the team is in second place  
in the DAFL League.

Lars Förster with his team from Anpfiff Hoffenheim 
e.V. and in our electronics production

PERSONAL DETAILS, DATES AND NEWS
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